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Message of the Day 
 

Improving education starts with a 
belief that every American child 
can learn to read. 
 

�� Research continues to show that 
reading failure has devastating 
consequences on self-esteem, 
social development, and 
opportunities for advanced 
education and meaningful 
employment. 

 

�� Students best learn through 
explicit, systematic phonics 
instruction, vocabulary 
development, quality literature, 
and comprehension strategies 
that provide reading practice. 

 

�� Better reading programs mean 
fewer children in special 
education and fewer children 
dropping out of high school. 
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Paige Urges Passage of President’s Reading First Initiative 
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Education Secretary Rod Paige today announced some troubling news 
about reading test scores.  According to the National Center for 
Education Statistics, average scores for fourth-graders have shown no 
improvement over the past eight years.  Moreover, the achievement gap 
between white students and black and Hispanic students has not 
changed between 1992 and 2000. 
 
Secretary Paige said, “These results are not good enough.  Not in 
America.  While we celebrate those who are scoring well, we can’t 
turn a blind eye to those who are not.  Nor we can turn a blind eye to 
the failure of Title I money to improve our schools.”   
 
H.R. 1, the No Child Left Behind bill, has an answer:  a bold Reading 
First initiative that authorizes an extra $600 million next year for 
reading programs -- tripling federal literacy funding from the present 
$300 million to $900 million in 2002 -- while demanding 
accountability for results.  The President’s plan would invest $5 billion 
over the next five years on reading programs for children between 
kindergarten and third grade. 
 
Secretary Paige concluded, “The knowledge we’ve gained should 
embolden us to put the President’s plan into effect to help every child 
learn to read.  The Reading First program will help make sure we 
don’t see these kinds of results in the future.”  
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